
A Mother’s Promise Petition 
 
A PETITION to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the International Conference on 
Population and Development by reaffirming our commitment to mothers and children, 
and the promise embodied in the 1994 Cairo Programme of Action. 
 
AS A COMMUNITY, WE VALUE AND SUPPORT THE PROMISE A MOTHER MAKES TO HER 
CHILD. IT IS A PROMISE OF LOVE, SECURITY, SHELTER, FOOD, GOOD HEALTH, A CLEAN 
ENVIRONMENT, AND EDUCATION TO HELP HER CHILDREN SECURE THAT FUTURE. BUT 
POVERTY, DISEASE, IGNORANCE, INJUSTICE — AND POLITICS — MAKE THIS AN 
IMPOSSIBLE PROMISE FOR MILLIONS OFWOMEN. A DECADE AGO, 179 NATIONS CAME 
TOGETHER IN CAIRO, EGYPT, TO CONFRONTTHIS REALITY WITH A NEW APPROACH TO 
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR WOMEN AND FAMILIES, A PROGRAMME OF 
ACTION THAT UNDERSCORED THE MUTUALLY REINFORCING LINKAGES BETWEEN 
POPULATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. BUT TEN YEARS LATER, NEW 
CHALLENGES AND POLITICS HAVE COMPROMISED THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THAT 
HISTORIC MEETING, SLOWING OR STOPPING PROGRESS. IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THIS HISTORIC AGREEMENT, THIS PETITION REAFFIRMS OUR 
COMMITMENT TO ACT NOWTO ADVANCE THE PRINCIPLES, POLICIES, AND PROMISE OF 
CAIRO. 
 
Today, I reaffirm the crucial nature of the principles embodied in the Cairo Programme of Action, 
and commit myself to the actions approved at Cairo that I can take as an individual. 
 
Further, I urge the United States to honor its commitments made in Cairo to help every mother 
keep her promise to her children, by improving women’s health, access to education and 
reproductive freedom, and by ensuring every child’s health and opportunity. 
 
SIGNED, 
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