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   The Supreme Court is scheduled to 
hear two cases considering the constitu-
tionality of the so-called federal 
"partial-birth" abortion ban passed by 
Congress and signed by President Bush 
in November of 2003. The ban, which 
is vaguely written, could outlaw 90% 
of all abortions from the 12th week on 
with no exceptions for the health of the 
woman or severe fetal abnormality.  
Some even worry it could reach all 
abortions.  This abortion procedures 
ban has been ruled unconstitutional by 
lower courts in California, Nebraska, 
and New York because of its lack of a 
health exception.  
   A 2000 Supreme Court case found 
that a similar state law was unconstitu-
tional because of no health exception. 
This case was decided with former Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor providing 
the fifth vote against the state ban. 
With O'Connor now replaced by anti-
abortion  Justice Samuel Alito, pro-
choice advocates are fearful the 2000 
decision will be reversed.  Oral argu-
ments are set for November 8th. 

Supreme Court to  
Consider Abortion  

Procedures Ban in Nov.  

   Women and ethnic minorities in 
Michigan have a lot at stake during 
this mid-term election— most impor-
tantly the anti-affirmative action bal-
lot initiative.   
   Ward Connerly,  an African Ameri-
can business man who spearheaded 
ballot measures in California and 
Washington state in opposition to 
affirmative action, has now moved his 
campaign to Michigan, with an initia-
tive that would end affirmative action 
for women and minorities in public 
education, public employment, and 
public contracting.   
   Most believe that affirmative action 
is applied solely based on the race and 
ethnicity and most often used for aca-
demic admissions to prestigious uni-
versities and for scholarship money.  
What most do not realize is that af-
firmative action actually helps women 
as well as ethnic minorities -  and not 
just in the academic setting.    
   When it comes to government con-
tracts, this ballot initiative will roll 
back advances for both women and 
ethnic minorities.  It would also fail to 
correct still glaring inequities around 
the state.   
   Some suggest that Connerly’s un-
derlying motivation for the anti-
affirmative action ban is to diminish 
competition from women– and mi-
nority-owned businesses for lucrative 
government contracts.  No wonder 
his campaigns have had the support of 
big business contractors. 

   Author and feminist bell hooks lec-
tured on the “Positive Power of Femi-
nism” at an event sponsored by the 
West Michigan Women’s Studies 
Council and the Feminist Majority 
Foundation at the Fountain Street 
Church in Grand Rapids, MI.   
    hooks emphasized the positive im-
pacts of feminism and described how 
her own experiences growing up in the 
south shaped her understanding of 
patriarchy and the radical feminist 
movement.  She also expressed that 
everyone in the room had benefited 
from the positive impacts of feminism.  
    She argued that there are still ques-
tions about the relationship between 
feminism in academia and in the work 
world.  The movement, she contends, 
remains under siege through the 
“complete glorification of the white 
supremacist imperialist capitalist patri-
archy” in our culture.  hooks views 
this as a direct attack on feminism.  
    It is up to us to “reignite the power 
of feminism” in order to challenge 
patriarchy.  hooks argued that no other 
social justice movement has been as 
willing to self-critique itself as femi-
nism, a fact that has contributed to the 
movement’s successes. Despite these 
successes, there have been some fail-
ures—specifically when failing to deal 
with race early on and not completely 
understanding the ways in which patri-
archy harms people of all genders.  
    bell hooks’s  Feminist Theory: 
From Margin to Center was written to 
improve feminism.  hooks continues to 
work to help feminism grow and cre-
ate a culture where sexism will end.  
 
- Kassidy Johnson, Campus Organizer 
 

bell hooks Rocks the 
Church in Michigan 

 Photo by Claire O’Neill , Aquinas College 

Author bell hooks poses with campus organ-
izer Kassidy Johnson and a copy of the new-
est issue of Ms. Magazine at her book sign-
ing.   



   Whether you attend a large university 
or small college, the task of starting a 
new group on campus can be daunting.  
How does one pick out passionate femi-
nists and potential members from a 
crowd of faceless, stressed college stu-
dents?   
   Faced with the possibility of being the 
budding FMLA’s only member, I de-
cided to target students with similar 
principles and interests.  I passed out 
flyers at a queer women’s group, ethnic 
studies department, contacted the head 
of the Women’s Studies department, 
and sent emails to students in other pro-
gressive groups on campus.  Instead of 
hassling one of the 25,000 undergradu-
ate students just trying to get to their 
next class on time, I isolated women and 
men I knew would share FMF’s ideals.   
   Through announcements and word of 
mouth, soon the women from the queer 
support group were telling their friends 
in their women’s studies classes, and 
those women passed on our information 
to other students looking to get in-
volved.  Soon we had a functioning 
group and were affiliated with specific 
issue-based feminist groups on campus.  
Although we have a core of dedicated 
women and men in the new FMLA, we 
still flier about our events at affiliate 
group events hoping to get more visibil-
ity on campus.   
   At my large, public university, it 
seemed nearly impossible to filter out 
students already fully committed to 
other organizations and students who 
were simply uninterested.  However, 
remember that it only takes a small 
group to get recognized by your school, 
and your presence will grow throughout 
the year.   
 
-Hillary Warren , U of Michigan FMLA 
 
Share ideas about your campus group 
with us at campusteam@feminist.org 
for future ezines  

In the Know... 

 
October 15-October 21, 2006 

 
National Young Women's Week of 
Action raises awareness about the 

needs of young women, not only in 
the U.S., but all over the world. 

 

Tips for Growing Your 
FMLA 
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Indonesia Bans Doctors 
from Practicing Female 

Genital Mutilation 

  The Indonesian government an-
nounced this week that it is pro-
hibiting doctors and nurses from 
performing female genital cut-
ting. According to Reuters, some 
Indonesian groups encourage 
families to perform female geni-
tal mutilation, allegedly to main-
tain chastity and virginity before 
marriage and to ensure faithful-
ness in the women’s marriage.  
  Sri Hermiyanti, head of the In-
donesian health ministry's family 
health directorate, said, “Hurting, 
damaging, incising and cutting of 
the clitoris are not permitted un-
der the ban, because these acts 
violate the reproductive rights of 
these girls and harm their or-
gans,” reports Kaiser.  
  However, there are no punish-
ments in place for those who vio-
late the ban. 
 
For daily news on global affairs 

www.feministcampus.org 

Register Today for the Mid-
Atlantic Young Women’s   
Leadership  Conference 

From Campus to Congress 
 

   Come learn how to strengthen 
your campus group, move from 
campus leadership to national lead-
ership, plan events, plan for post 
college pursuits, and much more.  
You don’t want to miss these 
unique opportunities for leadership 
development and networking! 

 
Saturday,  

November 11th, 2006 
 

Goucher College 
Baltimore, Maryland 

 
Register at 

www.feministcampus.org/
leadership 

 
Hosted by: Goucher College  FMLA 

and Women’s Studies  
Department 

FEM-worthy sites 
www.feministcampus.org 

www.feminist.org  
www.msmagazine.com 
www.Feministing.com 

What DOES a feminist look like? 
Send us your photos in a feminist tee 

and you can be in the next issue of 
CHOICES!  

What is your campus group  
doing for  

EC Week of Action? 
Nov. 6-10 

Let us know how you plan to educate 
your campus for EC week of action 
and receive free grab bags, while 
supplies last.  Contact your campus 
organizer for more information.  

Saturday, March 24 and  
Sunday, March 25, 2007   

 
Feminist Majority Foundation  

hosts 
The National Young 
Women’s Leadership  

Conference  
 

Washington, DC. 


